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How to paint freh peonies with HORADAM® watercolours

Esther Peck, our Schmincke ambassador from Singapore, shows us how to 
paint various fresh peonies: 

by  Esther  Peckby  Esther  Peck

First step - a colour chart as basis:

First, I have created a Schmincke HORADAM® AQUARELL colour chart - also for other purposes - in which I mix and 
arrange possible shades of colour from the assortment to form loose flowers. I note the colour names used so that I always 
know how they look like..

I use the following colours for my colour chart (depending on your prefe-
rence you can use watercolour tubes or pans):

• 343 - Quinacridone red light
• 215 - Lemon yellow
• 370 - Potters Pink
• 920 - Brilliant Opera rose
• 353 - Permanent carmine
• 366 - Perylene maroon
• 940 - Brilliant  red violet
• 365 - Vermilion
• 371 - Perylen violet
• 369 - Quinacridone magenta
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How to paint different peonies?

1. Load your no. 8 round brush with a light value of pink (any of the colours from my Schmincke Horadam watercolour 
peonies colour chart). Paint two broad comma strokes turning from right to left and another one from left to right 
as in figure 1.

2. While the colour is still wet, add two more comma strokes at both sides of the peony with a slightly higher value 
(more paint, less water).

3. Add two more comma strokes with high values of the same colour to cap the top of the peony.

4. Add the drop petals as shown on figure 4.

5. While the paints are still wet, add the leaves and the stalks.
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If you are confident in painting different coloured flowers and leaves, arrange them to form a complete painting. Below you 
will find three examples of how peonies can be painted in smaller or larger arrangements.
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About the artist - Esther Peck

From a young age, Esther has always enjoyed art. Her first form of proper arts 
education started at Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, where she took a course 
in Western Art. She has since held various roles in the art industry such as an 
Assistant Art Director, to a freelance graphic designer later in her career.
In 2015, Esther took an interest to watercolour and brush calligraphy, picking 
up the skill on her own. Her background as a graphic designer has helped 
her create artwork, designs and her self-published books which she currently 
sells online and at Amazon.
Esther is ambassador for Schmincke, a well-known paints brand in Germany 
and Princeton Brushes in United States. She teaches a multitude of waterco-
lour classes from the classic flower wreaths to realistic looking animals and 
landscapes.
On Instagram and YouTube, Esther frequently shares her work and instruc-
tional videos to promote self-growth and improvement. Her teaching style is 
easy and approachable, presenting a digestible lesson on watercolour for all 
ages. It is no wonder why many students come back for more. 

More information about Ester Peck: 
www.estherpeck.com 
Instagram: @estherpeck 
YouTube: www.youtube.com/estherpeck

The described product attributes and application examples have been tes-
ted in the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on our current 
state of technical findings and experience. Due to the diversity of applica-
tions in terms of painting techniques, materials and working conditions, 
as well as numerous possible influences, this information is based on a 
general application range. A legally binding guarantee of specific attributes 
or the suitability for a specific usage purpose cannot be derived from our in-
formation; therefore the use of the products must be adapted to the users' 
individual conditions and tested in trials. For this reason, we cannot provide 
a warranty for product attributes and/or assume liability for damages that 
occur in connection with the use of our products.

By the way:  Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on our 
website www.schmincke.de  (e.g. download/safety data sheets). 

For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab! 
The best way to get in contact with them is via mail at:
laborteam@schmincke.de.  


