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German Half-Timbered Houses with 
Ink and HORADAM® Watercolour 

In this step-by-step guide, artist and urban sketcher Danny Hawk shows 
how a complicated scene - for instance, a medieval old town with half-
timbered houses - can be simplified and drawn with ink and watercolour. 
In doing so, buildings are reduced to basic shapes, watercolours are added 
in layers, and the sketch is given a clear focus through the use of negative 
space.

by  by  DDanny  anny  HHawkawk

Materials needed:

• Paint: Schmincke HORADAM® watercolours in Indian 
yellow (220), cadmium red light (349), ultramarine 
blue (496), helio turqouise (475), sap green (530), 
helio green (514), yellow ochre (655), English venetian 
red (649), sepia brown (663) 

• Paper: Watercolor paper - e.g. from Hahnemühle
• Brushes: e.g. da Vinci NOVA Synthetics watercolor 

brushes (series 1570) in size 8 and 12
• Pencil and Pen: Pencil for the preliminary sketch. A 

fineliner or fountain pen with waterproof ink for the 
line work - e.g. Lamy Safari fountain pen with De 
Atramentis document ink (converter necessary) or 
Platinum Carbon Desk Pen with Platinum Carbon ink 
cartridges.

@dannyjhawk
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Step 1
At the start of every sketch, I take some time to think 
about the layout. What do I want to portray? Where is my 
focus? And where does my sketch end? By doing a loose 
pencil sketch, I’m able to get a better feel for the layout and 
I can also pay attention to white space and edges, thereby 
giving my drawing a clear focus.

Step 2
Next, I begin adding lines with ink. For this step, I use a fountain pen with waterproof ink and draw not just the outlines 
of the buildings but also hint at textures by making small marks with my pen - for instance, on the roofs and on the wall. 
If needed, I can use pencil lines to make sure my windows line up correctly. For trees and vegetation, I simply draw the 
outline and will later create textures and contrast when I add watercolour.



H. Schmincke & Co. GmbH & Co. KG · Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 · D- 40699 Erkrath ·  
Tel.: +49-211-2509-0 · www.schmincke.de · info@schmincke.de 

Creative Blog
Watercolour

Step 3
As soon as my line work is finished, I can start adding 
colour. Usually, I start by painting the lightest areas first - 
in this case, the individual houses. For this, I’ll prepare a 
watery mixture with yellow ochre, English venetian red, 
sepia brown and ultramarine blue. When applying the 
wash to my paper, I’ll vary the main colour slightly so that 
the houses look a bit different. For the first layer of the 
stone wall below the half-timbered houses, I’ll prepare a 
mixture of yellow ochre, English venetian red and sepia 
brown, although the amount of brown in this mixture is 
higher.

Step 4 and 5
As soon as my first layer has dried, I’ll add shadows within the houses and hint at the stone texture of the wall with a few 
brush strokes. When doing this, I usually take the same colours as in my first wash, but just with a thicker consistency.
Next up, I’ll start painting the roofs. To get the desired colour, I’ll mix English venetian red, yellow ochre, Indian yellow and 
sepia brown together. As with the houses, I make sure to adjust the base tone in every roof so that there is more variety 
at the end. After that, I’ll apply a few brush strokes to add texture - as with the stone wall.
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Step 7
As soon as the houses are finished, I’ll move on to the trees and 
foliage. Here, I’ll also work in layers and apply a first layer, which 
will later correspond to my brightest tonal value. Then I’ll add a 
second and sometimes even a third layer, which correspond to 
the mid-tones and dark tones. For a base green, I like to use sap 
green and then add Indian yellow, yellow ochre, English venetian 
red and/or ultramarine blue according to what type of green I 
exactly want.

Step 6
Now it’s time to paint the timber framing. For this, I’ll apply a very thick mixture of cadmium red light and English venetian 
red. I’ll paint the window shutters with the same colour. If I want some variety, I can paint the timber framing for one or two 
of the houses with helio green. After all this is complete, I’ll paint the inside of the windows with a mixture of ultramarine 
blue and English venetian red.
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Step 8
It’s not until the very end that I paint the water and reflections. For this part, I’ll also begin with the lightest area of the 
water - in this case, it’s the colour of the sky, which I’ll paint with a very watery mixture of helio turquoise and ultramarine 
blue. Once that’s done, I’ll paint the reflections with the colours of the houses and the roofs, and I’ll let the colours flow 
into one another. Throughout the entire process, I leave a few spaces unpainted so that the impression of water is given.

Step 9
To portray small ripples and shade, I’ll go back into 
this same area once the first layer is dry and add a 
few brush strokes. This can be done with the same 
mixture I used for the reflections, but with a bit more 
ultramarine blue or English venetian red.
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Step 10
Now it’s just a matter of adding the final details. I’ll apply a light blue wash right behind the houses and adjust the borders 
of the sketch to my liking. Then my painting is finished!

The finished watercolour by Danny Hawk.
Thanks for this detailed and amazing description!
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About the artist
Danny Hawk is an artist and urban sketcher who lives and works 
in Berlin, Germany. He was born in Atlanta, USA, and moved to 
Germany in 2012 after graduating from university with degrees in 
German and International Relations.
Although Danny sketched and painted often during high school in 
Ohio, it wasn’t until 2017 when he joined his local Urban Sketchers 
chapter - at the time in Frankfurt am Main – that he discovered 
his true passion for art. Danny loves the way ink and watercolour 
complement one another and enjoys sketching architecture, urban 
scenes and landscapes - especially while traveling or visiting a new 
city.

You can learn more about Danny Hawk here:
www.dannyjhawk.com 
Instagram: @dannyjhawk

The described product attributes and application examples have been tes-
ted in the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on our current 
state of technical findings and experience. Due to the diversity of applica-
tions in terms of painting techniques, materials and working conditions, 
as well as numerous possible influences, this information is based on a 
general application range. A legally binding guarantee of specific attributes 
or the suitability for a specific usage purpose cannot be derived from our in-
formation; therefore the use of the products must be adapted to the users' 
individual conditions and tested in trials. For this reason, we cannot provide 

a warranty for product attributes and/or assume liability for damages that 
occur in connection with the use of our products.

By the way:  Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on our 
website www.schmincke.de  (e.g. download/safety data sheets). 

For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab! 
The best way to get in contact with them is via mail at:
laborteam@schmincke.de.  


