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"In the evening with the deer in the winter forest" -
with HORADAM® AQUARELL granulating watercolours

For many years, the pigmentation of watercolour 
paints has been concerned with ensuring that 
the colours allow an even application of paint. For 
some time now, granulating colours have also 
been available.

Granulating watercolours do not have an even 
colour application after drying on the paper. 
During the drying process, the pigments settle 
and begin to agglomerate. This results in grainy, 
crackled surfaces that are structured in a variety 
of ways. These colours are very suitable for 
depicting sand, gravel, stones, rocks, snow, ice, 
fur structures, diffuse light conditions and much 
more.

The artist Frank Koebsch likes to play with the 
effect of granulating colours. He was able to 
photograph a couple of deer at a clearing in the 
early evening and would now like to show how 
he captured the winter evening atmosphere 
quite simply with HORADAM® AQUARELL 
watercolours.

You will need:

• HORADAM® AQUARELL watercolours: gold brown 
(654), sepia brown (663), English Venetian red (649), 
Payne´s grey bluish (787), olive green yellowish (525), 
cobalt blue deep (488), Mars black (791), mahogany 
brown (672)

• Watercolour paper: Leonardo 600 g/m² matt from 
Hahnemühle

• Watercolour brushes: 30s Cosmotop series 5080, 
18s MAESTRO flat series 1301, 7s MAESTRO round 
series 19 from da Vinci

• a fine pencil
• Template
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Step 1
Before I start to paint, I first make a light  
preliminary drawing of the deer in the foreground 
of the painting.

Step 2
Now I start to apply the colour in the background. 
For this I use Paynes grey bluish (787) with the 
granulating colour cobalt blue dark (488). 

Step 3
I now add iron oxide black (791) and mahogany 
brown (672) randomly to the still wet background. 
This creates clearly visible granulating structures 
and wonderful gradients that give the painting 
depth and expression.
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Step 4
With a wet brush I draw structures for trees and 
branches into the still wet background. With this 
technique, colour pigments can be removed from 
the paper again and these areas remain lighter.

There are following classifications of colours:

 non-staining
 semi-staining
 staining

Step 5
As soon as the background has dried, I work 
the trees more intensively in negative technique 
with glazes of granulating colours. Negative 
painting means that light areas are left out when 
painting, leading around a still imaginary object. 
This is visible in the trees. Here, too, I let the 
colours run wet in wet.
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Step 6
In the foreground I paint deer and meadows 
without granulating colours. I create the structures 
of the snow in the grass by painting with a dry 
brush. The resulting colour applications, which 
are intensified by the rough surface of the paper, 
are also known as the granulating technique.

The result:
And this is what the now finished watercolour painting 
"Evening with the deer in the winter forest" looks like.

Further examples:
I have played with the granulating colours of Schmincke 
HORADAM® AQUARELL paints in various paintings and 
would like to show you some more results.

In the watercolour "Sámi with her reindeer in the Norwegian 
winter" I used cobalt blue dark (488), iron oxide black (791) 
and raw umber (667) in combination with other HORADAM® 

AQUARELL watercolours.
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By carefully using granulating colours in the area of the 
clothes and the reindeer, I tried to create the impression 
of felt, coarse fabrics and fur.
At the same time, I played with the granulating colours in 
the sky to convey something of the diffuse light mood of 
the Norwegian winter day.

In this watercolour painting I painted the granulating 
colours as thin glazes.

In the watercolour painting "Dandelions (spring roses) hidden 
in the snow" you can see the effect of the granulating colours 
even without a magnifying glass. When painting the snow, I 
was able to depict the crystalline structure and the flowerpot 
was given an open-pored surface.

In the area of the snow and the flowerpot I worked the 
granulating paint wet in wet into the painting and mixed it.

It is worthwhile to play with granulating watercolours in 
one's paintings. These colours with their discreet but also 
dominant effect are an enrichment. Feel free to try it out for 
yourself.
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More information about Frank Koebsch:
Website: www.atelier-koebsch.de
Blog: www.frankkoebsch.wordpress.com

In addition to the new super-granulating HORADAM® AQUARELL colours, there are numerous granulating colours in the 
140 HORADAM® range. These are the following:

potters pink (370), manganese violet (474), cobalt violet hue (473), ultramarine violet (495), cobalt blue deep (488), French 
ultramarine (493), cobalt azure (483), cobalt cerulean (499), cobalt green turquoise (510), viridian (513), chromium oxide 
green brilliant (511), cobalt green pure (535), cobalt green dark (533), raw umber (667), maroon brown (651), mahogany 
brown (672), Indian red (645), Mars brown (658), green umber (665), hematite black (789), Mars black (791).

About the artist  
Frank Koebsch has been working as a freelance artist since 
2011. He is an author for various magazines and organises 
watercolour courses and painting trips. Since 2017, he has 
been the idea generator and project manager of the Plein 
Air Festival "Painting on the Baltic Sea" in Kühlungsborn/ 
Germany.

He lives together with his wife in Sanitz near Rostock. They 
have been painting watercolours for about 20 years and 
regularly exhibit their paintings. Their watercolours have been 
shown at exhibitions in Berlin, Bremen, Dresden, Hamburg, 
Kiel, Rostock and many other places in Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern.

The described product attributes and application examples have been tes-
ted in the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on our current 
state of technical findings and experience. Due to the diversity of applica-
tions in terms of painting techniques, materials and working conditions, 
as well as numerous possible influences, this information is based on a 
general application range. A legally binding guarantee of specific attributes 
or the suitability for a specific usage purpose cannot be derived from our in-
formation; therefore the use of the products must be adapted to the users' 
individual conditions and tested in trials. For this reason, we cannot provide 

a warranty for product attributes and/or assume liability for damages that 
occur in connection with the use of our products.

By the way:  Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on our 
website www.schmincke.de  (e.g. download/safety data sheets). 

For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab! 
The best way to get in contact with them is via mail at:
laborteam@schmincke.de.  


