
H. Schmincke & Co. GmbH & Co. KG · Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 · D - 40699 Erkrath ·  
Tel.: +49-211-2509-0 · www.schmincke.de · info@schmincke.de 05

/2
02

2

@jana.voscort

Painting animals is more popular than ever, with forest 
animals in particular enjoying great popularity. In these 
tutorial, artist Jana Voscort explains and shows how 
expressively a stag can be painted with acrylic colours. 
With the brilliant colours of PRIMAcryl® and light structures 
with the Schmincke Structuring paste, an expressive motif 
can be created that inspires you to try it out for yourself.

• Mediums for pre-treatment of the surface: 
Schmincke Primer 1  50 512 or Gesso (White) 50 
519

• Mediums for creating structures: Acrylic 
Structuring Paste 50 543

• Colours - PRIMAcryl® as Fluid or in tubes: Titanium 
white 101, Black 793, Natural burnt umber 684, 
Sienna 678, Transparent brown oxide 682, Madder 
brown 681, Classic Gold 896, SSap green 570, 
Quinacridone magenta 326

• Surface: Canvas
• Brushes: different Acrylic brushes, e.g. by da Vinci
• Others: Charcoal or chalk for sketching, palette 

knife/ spatula 

by Jana Voscort

Acrylic painting with structuring paste and PRIMAcryl 
- how to paint a stag

®

Acrylic colours
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First, I prime my canvas with 2-3 thin coats of gesso or primer so that the colour can be applied more 
smoothly later and the canvas is less absorbent. The primer must be thoroughly dry between each coat and 
afterwards. Alternatively, you can also use pre-primed stretcher canvas.

Preparing the surface

I create the structures with a spatula or palette knife and a 
structure paste, such as Schmincke Structuring paste. For this, I 
carefully brush and dab on the edge areas of the canvas. I leave 
the centre and all the areas where I want to place the motif free. 
I let the texture paste dry thoroughly, this works best over night.  
Please note: The thicker my layer, the longer the drying time. 

Creating structures

For the background I use a wide brush and paint with titanium 
white and sap green. Here I apply the paint directly to the canvas 
and mix it only partially with the brush, so that interesting colour 
mixtures are created.
The previously created structures now bring even more depth to 
the background.
For the next step, the colour layer has to dry completely.

Colouring the background

Acrylic colours
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I sketch my preliminary drawing roughly with chalk or charcoal on 
my painted canvas. 

The preliminary drawing

Now I prime the deer with the darkest colour (natural bunt umber) and add highlights and shadows layer by 
layer with titanium white and black. That is how I create more and more plasticity.

Let´s start with the motif

Acrylic colours



H. Schmincke & Co. GmbH & Co. KG · Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 · D - 40699 Erkrath ·  
Tel.: +49-211-2509-0 · www.schmincke.de · info@schmincke.de 05

/2
02

2

Then I start to paint more details and finally focus on the highlights, 
especially the eyes, nose and the areas that should be in focus. I work 
out the fur with different shades of brown (sienna, transparent brown 
oxide and madder brown) and add short brush strokes.

Working on the details

By working out some flowers in the deer antlers, I set a few 
contrasting colour accents of quinacridone magenta and titanium 
white. This gives the motif a softer and more cheerful effect.
For my signature I use Classic Gold with a very fine brush. I finish 
my painting with this last step and let the colours dry well overnight.

Last colour accents and the signature

Acrylic colours
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I was born in August 1991 in Emsdetten/ Germany and live in Berlin since 
2020. I grew up in a family of artists, which has inspired and influenced 
me my whole life. In my childhood I started drawing human portraits 
and animals with pencil and charcoal, until I finally found my way to 
acrylic painting at the age of 12. Over the years I acquired more and 
more techniques and knowledge and in 2020 I was finally able to turn my 
passion into a profession. 

With my art, I want to capture stories of special moments that touch and 
captivate you. But most of all, I want to remind you to appreciate the 
little things in life and enjoy every second.

Website: www.jana-voscort.de
Instagram: @jana.voscort
Facebook: @jana.voscort.3

Acrylic colours

The described product attributes and application examples have been tested 

in the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on our current state of 

technical findings and experience. Due to the diversity of applications in terms 

of painting techniques, materials and working conditions, as well as nume-

rous possible influences, this information is based on a general application 

range. A legally binding guarantee of specific attributes or the suitability for a 

specific usage purpose cannot be derived from our information; therefore the 

use of the products must be adapted to the users' individual conditions and 

tested in trials. For this reason, we cannot provide 

a warranty for product attributes and/or assume liability for damages that 

occur in connection with the use of our products.

By the way: Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on our web-

site www.schmincke.de (e.g. download/safety data sheets).

For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab! The best 

way to get in contact with them is via mail at: laborteam@schmincke.de


