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Watercolour letters with Schmincke HORADAM® AQUARELL

The trendy technique of "watercolour letters" is very versatile, 
and it is a delight for beginners and advanced users alike. In 
this blog the font artist Julia Faßhauer shows us step by step 
how to colour a graphically designed motto with different 
HOARADAM® watercolours.

You will need:
• Colours: Schmincke HORADAM® AQUARELL tubes: 

475 Helio turquoise, 214 Chromium orange hue and 354 
Madder red dark

• Brushes: Size 2, daVinci Nova Synthetics
• Paper: Watercolour Paper DIN A4, mat, e.g. Hahnemühle
• Pencil
• Presketch of the watercolour letters, if needed one 

piece of carbon paper for transfer

The sketch can be printed and transferred.

by Julia Faßhauer
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First:
I sketched the motto "We rise by lifting others" in advance with even proportions. I scanned the final drawing and provided 
it as PDF for download.
In handlettering, the interplay between curved script fonts and straight fonts with and without serifs is particularly interesting. 
I will create shadows and bring out the individual words through their arrangement, colour and contours.

Step 1
Firstly, I transfer my preliminary drawing to the watercolour paper. This can be done, for example, with carbon paper or 
by colouring the back of your preliminary drawing with a soft pencil and then tracing it. Thus, the pencil pigments on the 
contours will be transferred to the watercolour paper. The preliminary drawings can be very bright, so you will nearly not 
see them later.

Step 2
On my palette I thin Helio turquoise with water (three 
different mixing ratios) to obtain darker and lighter tones. 
I mix a sufficient amount of colour. If I would try to remix 
a tone later, it probably wouldn't work well to achieve the 
exact tone, so better mix more colour in advance.

Step 3
In the next step I take the "darkest" of the three Helio tur-
quoise tones and colour the word "WE" accurately. I work as 
fast as possible to get an even surface.
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Step 4
The next word to be coloured is "LIFTING". It should get 
the effect of three geometric shadows to emphasize the 
meaning of the word.
I use the same tone as in step 3 and carefully colour the 
lowest shadow. Here I proceed quite slowly, because the 
areas are very small, and I want to achieve clean edges.

Step 5
In step 5, I take the middle of the three Helio turquoise 
colours and colour the remaining two areas. Here, I proceed 
very slowly, too. The upper part should be the brightest. It is 
important to let the individual parts dry well so that the wet 
colours do not flow into the other parts. Then, after complete 
drying of all parts, I will paint the word "LIFTING" with the 
lightest of all Helio turquoise mixtures.

Step 6
While the word "LIFTING" dries, I work on the word "RISE". 
I mix the madder red just with a little water and colour the 
letter very carefully and quickly. Firstly, I contour the outlines 
of my preliminary drawing and then colour the areas.
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Step 7
Until "RISE" has dried, I continue with the light orange and 
the word "OTHERS". Here it is particularly important that 
the blue colour of "LIFTING" is already dry. With the thinned  
with water Chromium orange hue I colour the letters. Here, 
I start colouring the contour and then the surface. Thus, I get 
a uniformly coloured appearance.

Step 8
In order not to blur the wet colour, I turn my paper by 180°. 
After that, I dilute my red with more water and get a lighter 
pink tone. I colour the word "BY" which appears in front of 
the RISE and the LIFTING. As this word is bright, it is impor-
tant that all previous contours have been worked out in an 
exact way.

Step 9
The finishing effects can be applied to the last word. For a 
colourful effect, I will outline the letters with a darker orange 
colour. Therefore, I add a little more of the Chromium orange 
hue to intensify the tone. 
Now, I work very slowly and very precisely with the tip of 
my brush. In this last step hold on your breath and make 
some breaks. If the hand trembles, you will not achieve 
clean contours.
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Julia Faßhauer

• Julia Faßhauer was born in Berlin in 1987.
• During her studies she was employed from 2010-2013 as a tutor and research 

assistant at the TU Kaiserslautern in various departments and taught groups 
of 10 to 200 students.

• In 2014 she graduated as Dipl.-Ing. Architect and moved back to Berlin.
• In 2015 she founded the "FarbCafé" as a stationery label and source of infor-

mation for artists. She also gave workshops on watercolour, handlettering and 
calligraphy.

• Since 2016 she has been offering creative online courses and practice sheets 
for watercolour, calligraphy and handlettering.

• The online shop was closed in 2018 in order to focus more on teaching know-
ledge through online courses.

You can find the blog, the courses and many test reports here:
https://farbcafe.de .

On Social Media:
Instagram: #farbcafe
YouTube: http://youtube.com/farbcafede
Facebook: #farbcafe 
Twitter: #farbcafe

A colourful and cheerful writing by Julia Faßhauer.

The described product attributes and application examples have been tes-
ted in the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on our current 
state of technical findings and experience. Due to the diversity of applica-
tions in terms of painting techniques, materials and working conditions, 
as well as numerous possible influences, this information is based on a 
general application range. A legally binding guarantee of specific attributes 
or the suitability for a specific usage purpose cannot be derived from our in-
formation; therefore the use of the products must be adapted to the users' 
individual conditions and tested in trials. For this reason, we cannot provide 
a warranty for product attributes and/or assume liability for damages that 
occur in connection with the use of our products.

By the way:  Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on our 
website www.schmincke.de  (e.g. download/safety data sheets). 

For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab! 
The best way to get in contact with them is via mail at:
laborteam@schmincke.de.  


