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Creative-Blog
HORADAM® watercolours

Painting and spatula techniques with 
Schmincke HORADAM® watercolours in 
tubes 
With the German artist Sabine Hilscher

Step 1 and 2: 
Make a slight pre-scetch of your flower motif with a pencil on the watercolour paper. Now, carefully apply some watercolours 
in Magenta and Translucent orange directly from the tubes onto the paper, tracing the half circles of the blossoms, which form 
the colour base of the flowers. Better apply the colours sparingly and leave sufficient space blank. 

You will need:
• HORADAM® watercolours in 5 or 15 ml-tubes:          

Translucent orange (14 218), Magenta (14 352), Delft  
blue (14 482), Prussian green (14 528)

• Possibly HORADAM® watercolour box with 12 colours   
in pans (74 412 or 74 312)

• Watercolour paper, matt, e.g. Hahnemühle Cornwall
• AERO COLOR® Professional SUPRA-White opaque     

(28 101)
• Watercolour brushes in different sizes, e.g. from daVinci
• Pencil
• Pallet knife for spatula technique
• Spray bottle filled with water
• Pallet
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Step 3 and 4:
You now sprinkle the watercolours carefully with the spray bottle, so that they begin to flow into each other in larger areas. 
They spontaneously will mix themselves and begin to bloom, which means they form irregular edgings. To fill out the blos-
soms and to work out their forms, you now spread the colours using a pallet knife (spatula technique). Intense, pure applica-
tions and diluted colour flows should vary to create a vivid and light impression. 

H. Schmincke & Co. GmbH & Co. KG · Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 · D- 40699 Erkrath ·  
Tel.: +49-211-2509-0 · www.schmincke.de · info@schmincke.de 

02
/2

01
6

Step 5 und 6:
Now you complete your picture using the blue and green watercolours, indicating informal stipes and leaves directly from 
the tube. Please be aware: As always, less is more. Proceed now like in step 2: The colours will be sprinkled with water 
from the spray bottle to let them flow in different directions. Using brush and pallet knife helps to create the forms for a bet-
ter separation of flowing colours and determined colour areas, so that the motif becomes more and more clear and visible.  
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Step 8:
With a small brush you now apply details, fine lines and con-
tours, which vivify the painting and give a structure at the 
same time. 
Using AERO COLOR® Professional SUPRA-White and a 
bigger and wet brush, you add splashes for light dots, with 
a smaller brush you add some fine lines. Some splashes in 
different already used and now thinned colours can be ap-
plied with a big and wet brush to accomplish the fresh and 
abstract watercolour painting.

Hint: 
Even though we use only a reduced colour assortment, we will achieve a shining and fresh watercolour painting. This is 
due to the complementary contrast of orange and blue shades which we have used. If you take too many different colours, 
the painting can become too colourful, furthermore you risk a grubby impression when too many different colours mix 
without control.  

The final result of the artist Sabine Hilscher.

Step 7:
To avoid a too pastose impression and to sustain the typical 
watercolour effect, you now take a big watercolour brush 
and spread surplus colours in the background. You can also 
use your pallet knife for further effects. Doing this, pay at-
tention to the colour flow, it helps to underline the character 
of the painting. 
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The described product attributes and application examples have been tes-
ted in the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on our current 
state of technical findings and experience. Due to the diversity of applica-
tions in terms of painting techniques, materials and working conditions, 
as well as numerous possible influences, this information is based on a 
general application range. A legally binding guarantee of specific attributes 
or the suitability for a specific usage purpose cannot be derived from our in-
formation; therefore the use of the products must be adapted to the users' 
individual conditions and tested in trials. For this reason, we cannot provide 
a warranty for product attributes and/or assume liability for damages that 
occur in connection with the use of our products.

By the way:  Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on our 
website www.schmincke.de  (e.g. download/safety data sheets). 

For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab! 
The best way to get in contact with them is via mail at:
laborteam@schmincke.de.  

The artist:
Sabine Hilscher, born in 1959 in Hagen-Hohenlimburg, lives 
and works in Windeck-Herchen since 1986.
Sabine Hilscher has been painting for her whole life. Her 
colourful and expressive paintings are known from many ex-
hibitions in Germany as well as in some foreign countries. 
She works as a painting teacher, too, and wrote a book on 
watercolour techniques. 

For more information on Sabine Hilscher please have a look 
on her website: www.sabine-hilscher.de

Please have a look at the HORADAM® watercolours. Avai-
lable in following sizes: 110 colours in half (1,6 ml) and full 
(3,2 ml) pans and 5 ml and 15 ml tubes.
Get more information on www.schmincke.de.


