
The opacity of a painting colour describes their ability to 
cover any underground. 

Generally you differ between these four categories: 

• transparent
• semi transparent
• semi opaque
• opaque

PRIMAcryl®

Finest Artists' Acrylic
  
13 437  13 205 13 325 13 674
oriental blue        lemon yellow    quinacridone  translucent 
      red golden yellow

                                                                               
opaque semi-opaque semi-transparent transparent

The knowledge about these characteristics is really 
important for definite painting techniques. It is recom-
mendable to use especially transparent painting colours 
for glaze painting. If you want to cover nether layers, you 
should use preferentially opaque products. 

Whether a colour is transparent or opaque depends on 
several factors. An essential point is e.g. its composi-
tions, which means the type and amount of used pig-
ments and binders. 

It is not rarely seen, that one and the same pigment grin-
ded as an oil colour seems to be much more transparent 
than an equal gouache-variation.

Pigment Ultramarine blue deep 18 499 in various binders

Oil binder   Gouache binder
“Ready-to-use”, 50 810    “Ready-to-use”, 50 830

A sparingly dozed opaque pigment is certainly more 
transparent and a transparent pigment in large doses 
more opaque. Moreover the thickness of the colour 
application is crucial. Concerning this matter: The thicker 
the painting layer, the more opaque their impact. 
 
By the way: To change the opacity of an artists´ colour 
you will find several products in the Schmincke assort-
ment for painting mediums! 

For details please have a closer look 
at our medium brochure 95 450, 
our website at www.schmincke.de 
or our interactive medium finder at: 
www.schmincke-produktfinder.de. 

The opacity of artists’ colours

H. Schmincke & Co. GmbH & Co. KG · Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 · D- 40699 Erkrath ·  
Tel.: +49-211-2509-0 · www.schmincke.de · info@schmincke.de 

12
/2

01
4

Product information
Opacity



H. Schmincke & Co. GmbH & Co. KG · Otto-Hahn-Str. 2 · D- 40699 Erkrath ·  
Tel.: +49-211-2509-0 · www.schmincke.de · info@schmincke.de 

The described product characteristics and example applications have been 
tested at the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on the techni-
cal knowledge and experience which are presently available to us. In view 
of the diversity of applications with regard to painting techniques, materials 
and working conditions and the numerous possible influencing factors, the 
information refers to general areas of application. The information provided 
here does not constitute a legally binding warranty of specific characteri-
stics or of suitability for a specific application; use of the products is thus 
to be adapted to the user’s special conditions and checked by preliminary 
tests. We are thus unable to guarantee product characteristics or accept 
any liability for damage arising in connection with the use of our products.

By the way:  Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on our 
website www.schmincke.de  (e.g. download/safety data sheets). 

For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab! 
The best way to get in contact with them is via mail at:
laborteam@schmincke.de.  


