Product information
Water-colours
Pouring water colours in liquid state, or how the real quality is born
Occasionally Schmincke is asked, which production
method is most favourable for manufacturing water
colours. One of those is a plain pressing of colour
cords with subsequent cutting and packing in pans.
Schmincke practises, however, the uniquely traditional liquid pouring of water colours in pans that is
carried out sequentially four times.

Fillers make the colours even cheaper. At Schmincke
the formula defines the manufacturing process and
not vice versa. Only the pouring method guarantees
that the first stroke of a wet brush captures the maximum pigment load. This time consuming process
guarantees uniform color, even application, and ease
of removal from the painting ground, as well as excellent flow properties.
Another inconvenience when painting with pressed
colours is that the water might fill the space between
the colour piece and the pan. The consequence is, the
colour softens up every time it is used. That would
badly affect the colour long term.. Schmincke’s pouring method excludes this annoyance.

The water colours go back to the old patented formulas developed by the company founders in 1892.
Since then our water colour method has been continuously used.

Finally, it is quite usual to use different formulas for
pan and tube water colours. Schmincke do not see
any reason for this. The artist should be given the
chance to refill his pans with tube colours. We make it
possible with the same optimal formulas and the quality that come up to the most professional demands.

Schmincke HORADAM® AQUARELL watercolours in
pans are still poured, using special machinery designed for Schmincke, in the 4-stage process that allows
us to use the same creamy pigment-rich formula that
goes in our tubes. After each layer, the pans are placed in drying chambers in which they dry for approx.
2 - 6 weeks in a constant temperature. Outstanding
quality requires a special production process resulting
in a total production time of 3 - 5 months just for a
single pan.
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The pressing method, on the other hand, is easier
and cheaper. To be able to press other water colours,
a certain percentage of filling material is necessary.
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By the way: Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on
our website www.schmincke.de (e.g. download/safety data sheets).
For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab!
The best way to get in contact with them is via mail at:
laborteam@schmincke.de.
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The described product attributes and application examples have been
tested in the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on our current state of technical findings and experience. Due to the diversity of
applications in terms of painting techniques, materials and working conditions, as well as numerous possible influences, this information is based on a general application range. A legally binding guarantee of specific
attributes or the suitability for a specific usage purpose cannot be derived
from our information; therefore the use of the products must be adapted
to the users' individual conditions and tested in trials. For this reason, we
cannot provide a warranty for product attributes and/or assume liability
for damages that occur in connection with the use of our products.

