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Creative Blog
Watercolour

Palazzi at Canale Grande in Venice with Wilhelm Fikisz and 
HORADAM® watercolours

Urban impressions painted with watercolour are as 
demanding as versatile and thus an always popular theme for 
watercolour painters. The Swiss artist Wilhelm Fikisz takes 
us to Venice and shows us step by step how he paints a 
palazzi scene. 

You will need:

• HORADAM® AQUARELL watercolours in Perylene 
green (14784), Neutral tint (14782), Quinacridone gold 
hue (14217) and Ultramarine violet (14495) 

• Hahnemühle "Leonardo" 600g/m2, mat
• White ink, Rohrer & Klinger
• several watercolour brushes, e.g. daVinci

My concept of this painting is the following: I wanted to keep 
the painting in dark shades to underline the lights which only 
come from pure white paper. 

Step 1: 
Firstly, I determine the perspective by painting the buildings 
already in the later used colours. Thus, you will not have 
pencil traces in your painting. 
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Step 2:
After this first arrangement, I now add some details into the 
composition. 

Step 3:
The first bigger colour areas (in Ultramarine violet) arise in 
the shadow parts of some buildings.

Step 4:
After having finished the arrangement, I start painting 
loose colour areas. Here, I do not pay special attention to 
the details; the creative impulse is my inspiration while 
spreading the colours. 
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Step 5:
The following drying process is a very important one for this 
watercolour painting. Then, I carefully add more details into 
the painting.

Step 6:
To achieve the different colour layers, which make this 
watercolour painting so special, I prepare it now for the 
so called „washing“. With a “washing brush” I carefully 
wash out  some elements which seem to be too concrete. 
Afterwards the painting has to dry again.

Step 7:
After drying, I’m looking for some more details which I now 
can add. I try to underline the main parts of the painting 
while the border areas will be neglected. They remain unde-
termined and a little cloudy.
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Step 8: 
After washing out and adding details for several times, I 
carefully look at my painting, searching for more details to 
be washed out or to be added. This is an important, time-
consuming process. Finally, the watercolour painting gets 
its round up, its signature.

This is a colourful variation with a complete different 
impression due to the use of considerably more “colourful” 
HORADAM® watercolours. 
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The artist:
Wilhelm Fikisz

• Born 1961 in Salzburg (Austria)
• He lives and paints in Aargau (Switzerland) since 1991
• He has developed his own watercolour painting techni-

ques, combines graphic sketching elements and prin-
ting methods to his very personal painting style.  

• For more than 20 years, he has successfully worked in 
Switzerland and has got an international reputation as a 
watercolour artist within the last 10 years.

• www.fikisz.com

The described product attributes and application examples have been tes-
ted in the Schmincke laboratory. The information is based on our current 
state of technical findings and experience. Due to the diversity of applica-
tions in terms of painting techniques, materials and working conditions, 
as well as numerous possible influences, this information is based on a 
general application range. A legally binding guarantee of specific attributes 
or the suitability for a specific usage purpose cannot be derived from our in-
formation; therefore the use of the products must be adapted to the users' 
individual conditions and tested in trials. For this reason, we cannot provide 
a warranty for product attributes and/or assume liability for damages that 
occur in connection with the use of our products.

By the way:  Specifics for handling and product safety you will find on our 
website www.schmincke.de  (e.g. download/safety data sheets). 

For special questions please don´t hesitate to ask our team in the lab! 
The best way to get in contact with them is via mail at:
laborteam@schmincke.de.  


